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Naval hero for all the South, Raphael Semmes (1809-1877) sailed two famous Confederate raiders. He
outfitted CSS Sumter in 1861 and captured 18 Union merchant ships in six months before the raider was
blockaded at Gibraltar. Next he took command of CSS Alabama, an English-built raider, and terrorized U.S.
merchant vessels on the high seas from August 1862 until the raider was sunk in battle off Cherbourg in June
1864. During that two-year period, he captured more enemy merchant ships than any other cruiser captain in
maritime history. He is considered one of the greatest ship's commanders that America has produced.

 

In this first, full-scale biography that relies on Semmes's private papers, unpublished diaries, and
correspondence, Spencer has produced a well-balanced and comprehensive account of the man, as well as
the naval officer. The biographer paints a vivid portrait of Semmes—the intellectual, the family man, lawyer,
romanticist, nationalist—providing a greater understanding of the man behind the heroic deeds.

 

Semmes was born in Maryland to a slave-holding family and entered the United States Navy in 1826. In
1849, he moved his family to Mobile, Alabama, to be near the navy base at Pensacola, Florida, and to
practice law during leaves. Semmes was an astute student, not only of international and maritime law but
also of weather patterns; astronomy; flora and fauna; naval, social, and cultural history; and the classics. His
study of constitutional law led him to side with his adopted state in 1861, a move that set the stage for his
place in history.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

The book Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Ernest Ainsworth:

This Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner is great reserve for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Raphael Semmes:
The Philosophical Mariner in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Richard Zhang:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Lorretta Cox:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner when you necessary it?
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