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The question of how to constrain states that commit severe abuses against their own citizens is as persistent
as it is vexing. States are imperfect political forms that in theory possess both a monopoly on coercive power
and final jurisdictional authority over their territory. These twin elements of sovereignty and authority can be
used by state leaders and political representatives in ways that stray significantly from the interests of
citizens. In the most extreme cases, when citizens become inconvenient obstacles in the pursuit of the self-
serving ambitions of their leaders, state power turns against them. Genocide, torture, displacement, and rape
are often the means of choice by which the inconvenient are made to suffer or vanish.

In Divided Sovereignty, Carmen Pavel explores new institutional solutions to this abiding problem. She
argues that coercive international institutions can stop these abuses and act as an insurance scheme against
the possibility of states failing to fulfill their most basic sovereign responsibilities. She thus challenges the
longstanding assumption that collective grants of authority from the citizens of a state should be made
exclusively for institutions within the borders of that state. Despite worries that international institutions such
as the International Criminal Court could undermine domestic democratic control, citizens can divide
sovereign authority between state and international institutions consistent with their right of democratic self-
governance. Pavel defends universal, principled limits on state authority based on jus cogens norms, a
special category of norms in international law that prohibit violations of basic human rights. Against
skeptics, she argues that many of the challenges of building an additional layer of institutions can be met if
we pay attention to the conditions of institutional success, which require experimentation with different
institutional forms, limitations on the scope of authority for coercive international institutions, and an
appreciation of the limits of existing knowledge on institutional design.

Thoughtfully conceived and forcefully argued, Divided Sovereignty will challenge what we think we know
about the relationship between international institutions and the pursuit of the fundamental requirements of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

James Buscher:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Divided
Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Denise Barnhart:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the
Limits of State Authority has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions
and the Limits of State Authority is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the
Limits of State Authority. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Nicole Floyd:

This Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of
State Authority without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State
Authority can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and
the Limits of State Authority having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Laura Bradberry:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Divided Sovereignty:
International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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