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In The Passions of the Soul Descartes proclaims his intention to explain the passions “only as a Physicist,”
and titles Part I “About the passions in general, and incidentally about the whole nature of man”—not an
incidental item. Two questions orient the present inquiry: What does Descartes mean by “the whole nature of
man,” and how does a general theory of the human emotions based on his physics account for it? Not
surprisingly, Descartes does not fulfill the letter of his intention; rather, he explains the passions “only
[partly] as a Physicist.” The other part of his study—irreducible to any physics—consists in his own analysis
of the life of the human being as union of soul and body. The resulting account is an unusual combination of
scientific (hypothetico-deductive) psychophysics and prescientific insight into human experience. In it, a
quasi-mechanical theory of the impact of imagination on passion and volition is combined with a distinctive
emphasis on the human propensity to esteem what we imagine to be great. Human history and therewith “the
whole [problematic] nature of man” is constituted in significant measure by the particular and variable
objects of esteem. The correction and improvement of our nature is the aim of Descartes’s culminating
doctrine of the one thing that is truly estimable: the firm and constant resolution to use well (autonomously)
one’s own (individual) powers of cognition and volition. With the return of religious war The Passions of the
Soul is newly relevant.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Cartesian Psychophysics and the Whole
Nature of Man: On Descartes's Passions of the Soul. All type of book could you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Roger Hodge:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Cartesian Psychophysics and
the Whole Nature of Man: On Descartes's Passions of the Soul.

Willie Isaac:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Cartesian Psychophysics and the
Whole Nature of Man: On Descartes's Passions of the Soul is simple to develop you can read it in the park,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Leslie Yazzie:

Beside this Cartesian Psychophysics and the Whole Nature of Man: On Descartes's Passions of the Soul in
your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Cartesian Psychophysics and the Whole Nature of Man: On
Descartes's Passions of the Soul because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!
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