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Artistic Lives examines cultural production as a non-standard, self-directed, and frequently unpaid activity,
which is susceptible to developments that affect the availability of unstructured time. It engages with
discourses which have historically had little to do with the arts, including urban sociology and social policy
research, to explore the social conditions and identities of ordinary artists, revealing the importance of the
cost of living or access to housing, benefits or employment in determining who is able to become an artist or
sustain an artistic career.

The book thus challenges recent policy discourses that celebrate the ability of cultural producers to create
something from nothing, and, more generally, the myth of creativity as an individual phenomenon, divorced
from social context. Presenting rich interview material with artists and arts professionals in London and
Berlin, together with ethnographic descriptions, Artistic Lives engages with debates surrounding Post-
Fordism, gentrification and the nature of authorship, to raise challenging questions about the function of
culture and the role of cultural producers within contemporary capitalism.

An empirically grounded exploration of the identity of the modern artist and his or her ability to make a
living in neoliberal societies, Artistic Lives will be of interest to students and scholars researching urban
studies, the sociology of art and creative cultures, social stratification and social policy.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baum:

The book Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two European Cities gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two European Cities to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a book Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two
European Cities. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Bryan Donovan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two European
Cities as the daily resource information.

David George:

The book untitled Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two European Cities is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two European Cities from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Mary Linkous:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Artistic Lives: A Study of Creativity in Two European Cities can be your answer given it
can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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